OHIO CASE SUMMARIES
A SERVICE OF
GREEN & GREEN, LAWYERS
A Legal Professional Association

Ohio case summaries are brief descriptions of cases decided in the past week
by the Ohio Supreme Court and lower appellate courts on issues related to
insurance law. Except for holidays, these summaries will be provided Wednesday
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Court of Appeals: Tenth District

Case Name: Bauman v. Bob Evans Farms, 2007-Ohio-147
Decided: January 16, 2007 (posted January 16, 2007)
Issue(s): Respondeat Superior / Summary Judgment

Summary of Opinion: An assistant manager at a Columbus Bob Evans restaurant
misplaced some jewelry during a Christmas party in 2004 and conducted a “strip search”
of several employees whom she suspected of stealing the jewelry. The employees
subjected to the strip search brought suit against the acting manager at the time, alleging
assault, false imprisonment, and intentional infliction of emotional distress. The employees
also brought suit against Bob Evans under a theory of respondeat superior. The trial court
granted summary judgment to both Bob Evans and the acting manager. On appeal, the
Second District affirmed the trial court’s decision as to Bob Evans on the basis that the
assistant manager’s actions were not in any way designed to facilitate the business of, or
result in a benefit to, Bob Evans. The fact that the assistant manager was an employee
of Bob Evans and “on duty” at the time of the strip search was irrelevant. As to the acting
manager, the Second District held that the undisputed evidence proved he did not
participate in any manner in the “strip search” and summary judgment was proper on the
claims raised against him also.
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